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EfREE T

Offense-Defense:Toward a Definitive Understanding
it
The Chinese Journal of International Politics, Vol.4,No.1(2010)
Offense—defense theory (hereafter, ODT)has produced some of the most
cited works in realism literature. This article seeks a more definitive
understanding of ODT. I show that both ODY” s proponents and opponents have
seriously underestimated its complexity. ODT’ s two critical
components—differentiation of weapons and military postures into
offensive or defensive types and the offense—defense balance (hereafter,
ODB) should be further unpacked into several sub—dimensions, and these
sub—dimensions have different utilities for understanding international
politics. My discussion calls for a re—orientation of our research when
it comes to relying on states’ military postures and strategies for

understanding international politics.
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Independent Candidates in China’ s

Local People’ s Congresses: a typology

TR &
Journal of Cotemporary China, 2 March 2010
Previous studies of China’ s local people’ s congress (LPC) elections
have been preoccupied with the description of the new election law, the
operation of that law, the control mechanism of local Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) committees in the electoral process, electorates and
selectorates, and the voting behavior in China’ s limited-choice election.
Less scholarly attention has been paid to the emergence and implications
of independent candidates in this electoral setting. Based on interviews,
document analysis and observation, this paper defines the independent
candidate, classifies them into four types, and describes the campaign
process and specific outcomes in China’ s LPC elections. It is
demonstrated that the development of independent candidates forms a
realistic power locus in China’ s LPC elections, and to a large extent
provides a functional substitution of opposition parties for exploring

the change of authoritarian regime without opposition parties.
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Public Policy Processes and Public Participation

in Mainland China
G, B
Public Administration in East Asia
In the People’ s Republic of China, public policy processes are ofen
semicryptic, semiclosed and semidemocratic processes.Public policy
making has tended to be highly arbitrary, though these processes
increasingly follow more standardized or predictable ways. The situation
has turned for the better since the beginning of the twenty—first
century. In 2003, the Chinese Communist Party(CCP) put forward the idea
“scientific outlook of development” to shape China’ s public policy
processes. China’ s agencies and departments of the central government and
provincial governments are shifting their focus from decision making to
implementation, thereby helping to further policy implementation and
resolve contradictions between policies. This chapter describes the basic
characteristics of China’ s public policy processes, including recent

efforts to increase public participation.
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History and Context of Public Administration

in Mainland China

L F
Public Administration in East Asia
China has a long history of centralized administration, stretching over
several millennia. this chapter presents a macrolevel overview of China’ s
administration history and present status, whichi began with the current
transformation of China’ s public administration in the late 1970s. This
chapter examins many contemporary issues of public administration in
China and shows how they are affected by past and present
contexts, including fundamental values,past lessons,and political
realities. Overall, this chapter shows China’ s public administration as
a giant system with political, economic, demographic,and cultural
dimensions (some highly unique)that is incrementally and steadily

shifting toward modernization.
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